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assembly/whole-assembly 
 
 
Present: 
 
Tony Arbour AM (Chairman) 

Gareth Bacon AM 

Shaun Bailey AM 

Sian Berry AM 

Andrew Boff AM 

Leonie Cooper AM 

Tom Copley AM 

Unmesh Desai AM 

Andrew Dismore AM 

Len Duvall AM 

 

Florence Eshalomi AM 

Nicky Gavron AM 

David Kurten AM 

Joanne McCartney AM 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 

Keith Prince AM 

Caroline Russell AM 
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1   Apologies for Absence and Chairman's Announcements (Item 1) 

 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from the Deputy Chair, Jennette Arnold OBE AM, Tony 

Devenish AM, Susan Hall AM, Steve O’Connell AM and Fiona Twycross AM. 

 

1.2 The Chairman drew attention to some of the Assembly’s recent work. He explained that the 

Transport Committee had called in Govia Thameslink Railway and Network Rail to question 

their senior management about the recent disruption to train services. 
 

1.3 In addition, the Health Committee held another meeting to examine the draft Health 

Inequalities Strategy. The Health Committee has also launched an investigation into London’s 

Ambulance Service. 
 
 

2   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 

2.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat.  

 

2.2 Resolved: 

 

That the list of offices held by Assembly Members, as set out in the table at Item 2, 

be noted as disclosable pecuniary interests. 
 
 

3   Minutes (Item 3) 

 

3.1 Resolved: 

 

That the minutes of the 4 and 7 June 2018 (Plenary) meetings be signed by the 

Chairman as a correct record. 
 
 

4   Question and Answer Session (Item 4) 

 

Part A: 

 

4.1 The Assembly received an opening statement from Liz Peace CBE, Chairman of the Old Oak 

and Park Royal Development Corporation (OPDC) at Appendix 1. 

 

4.2 The Assembly put questions to Liz Peace CBE, Chairman of the OPDC and Michael Mulhern, 

interim Chief Executive Officer of the OPDC, on the work of the OPDC. 
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4.3 During the course of the discussion the interim Chief Executive Officer undertook to: 

 

 Provide information on whether, in light of uncertainty over Brexit proposals, the 

creation of 55,000 jobs remains achievable; 

 Provide information regarding details of the funding strategy for genuine, regular 

engagement with the community; 

 Provide a breakdown of the proportion of higher level apprenticeships; 

 Write to the Assembly when a site had been secured for the intensification pilot; 

 Provide details of the size mix of homes that have been approved; 

 Provide details of the work being done by the OPDC on issues around overcrowding in 

West London; and 

 Provide the figures for two, three and four-bedroom homes that are going to be tested 

for delivery in the Old Oak North development. 

 

4.4 The record of the questions put by Assembly Members and the answers given is attached as 

Appendix 2. 

 

Part B: 

 

4.5 The Chairman formally moved the motion set out on the agenda in his name, namely: 

 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked.” 

 

4.6 Resolved: 

 

 That the answers to the questions asked be noted. 
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5   Petitions (Item 5) 

 
5.1 The Assembly received the report of the Executive Director of Secretariat. 
 
5.2 Unmesh Desai AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 
  

“We the undersigned, residents of Canning Town North Ward of the London Borough of 

Newham and members of the Police Ward Panel, are very unhappy and angry at the increase 

in crime and antisocial behaviour in our ward and strongly believe that this is as a direct result 

of government cuts to police, courts and local authority budgets. These budgets have been 

cut to the bone. 

We call on the Mayor to continue to fight to ensure that the police have the resources they 

need to keep our community safe.” 

5.3 Resolved: 

That the petition be forwarded to the Mayor in his capacity as the occupant of the 

Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime for a response. 

5.4 The Chairman agreed to note reference to another petition in relation to tube noise at the 

Barbican, that Assembly Member Desai would present to the Mayor direct. 

 

6   Motions (Item 6) 

 
6.1 Sian Berry AM moved and Tom Copley AM seconded the following motion: 

 
“This Assembly welcomes the campaign to end Section 21 – the clause of the 
Housing Act 1988 that allows private landlords to evict tenants without reason.  
  
We acknowledge that the threat of a no-fault eviction causes insecurity and stress 
for Londoners who rent privately and can discourage tenants from complaining 
about substandard housing. 
  
We welcome the action taken by the Scottish government to restrict no-fault 
evictions. 
  
We urge the Mayor to state his backing for the campaign to abolish Section 21 of 
the Housing Act 1988 and to lobby government for this change in the law.” 

 
6.2 Upon being put to the vote, the motion was carried with 12 votes in favour and five votes 

against. 
 
 
 
 



Greater London Authority 
London Assembly (Plenary) 

Thursday 5 July 2018 

 

 
 

 

6.3 Onkar Sahota AM moved and Navin Shah AM seconded the following motion: 
 

“Today marks the 70th Anniversary of the National Health Service (NHS). 

 

This Assembly puts on record its gratitude to the extraordinary people, including 

those from overseas, who work or have worked, for the NHS in London. It is their 

tireless dedication, selfless devotion and commitment to the health of Londoners 

that makes us all proud of our NHS and makes it the envy of the world.”  

 
6.4 Upon being put to the vote the motion in the name of Onkar Sahota AM was unanimously 

agreed. 
 
6.5 During the course of the debate on motions, at 12.28pm, and in accordance with Standing 

Order 2.9 the Assembly agreed to extend the meeting to conclude the business on the 
agenda. 
 

6.6 Unmesh Desai AM moved and Andrew Dismore AM seconded the following motion: 
 
“2017 was one of the most challenging years for policing in London as the city was struck by 
four terrorist attacks, the fire at Grenfell Tower and a rise in serious crime. This Assembly 
praises the dedication and bravery of police officers, special constables and PCSOs who keep 
Londoners safe.   
 
The Assembly notes that the Home Office awarded police officers an additional 1%  
non-consolidated pay rise in September 2017, in addition to a 1% consolidated pay rise. 
However, the Government did not provide any additional money to MOPAC or the 
Metropolitan Police Service to fund this pay rise but insisted that the money come from 
existing police budgets.  
 
In December (2017), the Home Secretary wrote to the Police Remuneration Review Body, 
asking it to conduct the annual review of police pay for 2018/19. The Assembly notes that the 
MPS is calling for the consolidation of the non-consolidated 1% plus a further 2% pay rise[1]; 
and that police staff associations have called for a 3.4% pay rise.  
 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to write to the Government asking that it fully fund the cost 
of the September 2017 pay rise and the cost of any pay rise announced in the 2018/19 police 
pay awards to give the MPS the confidence to fairly remunerate police officers for their 
outstanding work keeping London safe, without the need to compromise other parts of the 
Service.” 

 
6.7 In accordance with Standing Order 3.7(A) Gareth Bacon AM moved and Shaun Bailey AM 

seconded the following amendment to the motion: 
 
 Add after “…the Assembly call on the Mayor”: 
 
 “to do the following:” 
 
 Add after “without the need to compromise other parts of the service” 



Greater London Authority 
London Assembly (Plenary) 

Thursday 5 July 2018 

 

 
 

 

 

 Make savings in MOPAC central office costs, which has increased by £10.5m (22%) 
under his mayoralty, and use the savings to funs extra police officers. For example, 
£10.5m could pay for 190 police officers; 
 

 Further review other areas of spending following her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Serivices warning that Scotland Yard is failing to 
spend taxpayers’ money efficiently and had a limited understanding of the level and 
quality of the service it can provide. 

 
6.8 Upon being put to the vote, the amendment in the name of Gareth Bacon AM was not carried 

(6 votes in favour and 12 votes against). 
 
6.9 Upon being put to a further vote the motion in the name of Unmesh Desai AM, namely: 
 

“2017 was one of the most challenging years for policing in London as the city was 
struck by four terrorist attacks, the fire at Grenfell Tower and a rise in serious crime. 
This Assembly praises the dedication and bravery of police officers, special 
constables and PCSOs who keep Londoners safe.   
 
The Assembly notes that the Home Office awarded police officers an additional 1%  
non-consolidated pay rise in September 2017, in addition to a 1% consolidated pay 
rise. However, the Government did not provide any additional money to MOPAC or 
the Metropolitan Police Service to fund this pay rise but insisted that the money 
come from existing police budgets.  
 
In December, the Home Secretary wrote to the Police Remuneration Review Body, 
asking it to conduct the annual review of police pay for 2018/19. The Assembly 
notes that the MPS is calling for the consolidation of the non-consolidated 1% plus 
a further 2% pay rise[1]; and that police staff associations have called for a 3.4% 
pay rise.  
 
This Assembly calls on the Mayor to write to the Government asking that it fully 
fund the cost of the September 2017 pay rise and the cost of any pay rise announced 
in the 2018/19 police pay awards to give the MPS the confidence to fairly 
remunerate police officers for their outstanding work keeping London safe, without 
the need to compromise other parts of the Service.” 
 
was agreed unanimously. 

 
6.10 The Chairman explained that, in accordance with Standing Order 3.6 the motion set out on the 

agenda in the name of Andrew Dismore AM had been withdrawn.  
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6.11 Caroline Russell AM moved and Florence Eshalomi AM seconded the following motion: 
 
“This Assembly urges the Mayor to look at the costs and benefits of the scheme to 
remove vehicles from Oxford Street and its wider benefits for Londoners. We ask 
that the Mayor address the concerns of residents but is also robust in pursuing the 
scheme, for example by considering the use of powers in the Greater London 
Authority Act 1999 to implement the scheme, if so required. We note the 
requirement for government approval should the highway authority not consent. “ 
 

6.12 Upon being put to the vote, the motion was agreed (11 votes in favour and six votes against). 
 
 

7   Date of Next Meeting (Item 7) 

 
7.1 The next scheduled meeting of the London Assembly was the Mayor’s Question Time meeting 

which will take place at 10.00am on Thursday 19 July 2018 in the Chamber, City Hall. 
 
 

8   Any Other Business the Chairman Considers Urgent (Item 8) 

 
8.1 In accordance with s100B(4) of the LGA 1972, the Chairman had agreed to take the item 

entitled “Statutory Officer Protocol – Matter for Consideration”, as urgent business on the 
grounds that the report had not been available at the time the agenda was published and in 
order to ensure that it was dealt with in a timely way. The report had been circulated to 
Assembly Members under cover of a Supplementary Agenda but had been excluded from 
publication. 

    
8.2 Resolved:  
 

That pursuant to Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, it be confirmed 
that the information set out at Agenda Item 8(b) be excluded from publication, on 
the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined 
by Paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 and it is 
considered that in all the circumstances of the case the public interest outweighs 
the public interest in disclosing the information. 

 
   Statutory Officer Protocol - Matter for Consideration (Item 8b) 

 
8.3 The Assembly received the report of the Monitoring Officer. 
 
8.4 Resolved: 
 

That, jointly with the Mayor, and having considered all the information provided, it 
be agreed that no further action be taken in relation to the complaint received 
regarding a statutory officer of the Authority. 
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9   Close of Meeting  

 
9.1 The meeting closed at 1.28pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Chairman  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Lorena Alcorta, Principal Committee Manager; Telephone: 020 7983 4425; 

Email: lorena.alcorta@london.gov.uk; Minicom: 020 7983 4458 


